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that General Gordon, who was dispatched on a mission essentially
pacific, has found himself, from whatever cause, unable to
prosecute it effectually, and has now proposed the use of military
means which may fail and which if they succeed may be found to
mean a new subjugation of the Soudan, the very consummation
which it was the object of Gordon's mission to avert. The Cabinet
felt this matter to be grave and they will resume the consideration
of it to-morrow when other matters will likewise be before
them. . . .

1047  (Copy) Mr. Gladstone to Queen Victoria
April 23. 1884.
. . . The Cabinet also consider that the time has arrived
when instructions should be addressed to General Gordon declin-
ing to adopt suggestions for supplying him with forces intended
to undertake military expeditions in the Soudan, as at variance
with the scope of his pacific mission ; but also desiring him to '
keep the Government informed to the best of his ability with
respect to any danger prospective or immediate to his position
in Khartoum, and to advise fully as to any force which he might
deem to be necessary to ensure his removal in safety. These
instructions, which Your Majesty will see in a more extended
form, should be accompanied with expressions (as the Cabinet
think) of respect and grateful acknowledgment for the services
he has rendered.
1048          General Ponsonby to Mr. Gladstone
WINDSOR CASTLE. April 24. 1884.
It is satisfactory to The Queen to observe that you consider it
doubtful whether justice is properly vindicated under the present
form, of Acquittal on the ground of insanity in cases of attempting
to take away life made by eccentric individuals. . . .
Punishment deters not only sane men but also eccentric men
whose supposed involuntary acts are really produced by a
diseased brain capable of being acted upon by external influences.
A knowledge that they would be protected by an acquittal on the
grounds of insanity will encourage such men to commit desperate
acts while on the other hand a certainty that they will not escape
punishment will terrify them into the preservation of a peaceful
attitude towards others.